
Although repeatedly called to repentance, 
Judah stubbornly refuses to change her sinful 

ways. Habakkuk, knowing the hard-
heartedness of his countrymen, asked God 

how long this intolerable condition can 
continue. God replies that the Babylonians will 

be his chastening rod upon the nation—an 
announcement that sends the prophet to his 
knees. Habaqquq is an unusual Hebrew name 

derived from the verb Habaq meaning one 
who embraces or clings to.



The Babylonians began to rise in power 
during the reign of Nabopolassar and in 612 
B.C. they destroyed the Assyrian capital of 

Ninevah. The most likely date for the book is 
the early part of Jehoiakim's reign (609-597 
B.C.). Jehoiakim was a godless king who led 

the nation down the path of destruction. 



Habakkuk openly and honestly directs his 
problems to God and waits to see how he will 

respond. The more he knows about the 
Planner, the more he can trust his plans. No 

matter what God brings to pass, "the 
righteous will live by his faith". 
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This is why our prisons and jails are full.  
This is why humans pull triggers, swing 
knives, and murder others, every day.  

This is why wars exist, because of the sin 
in the human heart. We cannot reform 
ourselves. The only One with the power 

to restore the human heart is Christ.
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The abysmal lack of God’s truth present in 
American youth should compel every leader, 
pastor, and believer to uplift the standard of 

the Bible in our churches and worship 
services. This is why we have an urgent 

calling to speak the Word. Only God’s truth is 
the final authority that has the power to set 

people free from the bondage of sin.
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We don’t have a lack of technology or an 
absence of Christian music in our churches 
today, but we do have a lack of a biblical 

worldview. So much of what is presented in 
our churches has been reduced to entertain-
ment with no scriptural accountability and a 
powerless, formulated message. We need 

the pure Word of the Bible preached in 
power and demonstrated by the Holy Spirit.
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